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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97, the Applicants take 
this opportunity to call to the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office documents that may be material to the 
prosecution of this application. 

The documents the Applicants now provide to the Patent 
and Trademark Office are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 

This paper is being submitted to the Patent and Trademark 
Office before the issuance of any substantive Office Action. 
Accordingly, no fees are due in order to ensure consideration 
of the cited documents. 

Four of the cited documents are called to the Examiner's 
attention in a Search Report issued by the British Patent 
Office in a corresponding application. A copy of the British 
Search Report is enclosed. According to this Search Report, 
the four cited documents were cited for only being A-Level 
documents that merely disclosed the technical background to 
which the claimed invention is related. 
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Further commentary regarding the cited documents is not 
believed necessary at this time. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
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Patents, Washington DC 20231, on June , 2001. 
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